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Information sheet

For use in Activity 7.2 Understanding the disaster, in the workshop track ‘Children affected by disaster’ in Handbook 2.

7.2. Volcanoes
Instructions: Share the following information and discuss the questions with the children.
For more information on tectonic plates, refer to the earthquake poster.
You may also refer to the posters on floods, landslides, and wildfires. 
How does it happen?
A volcano is a fierce evidence of the blazing power contained deep within the earth. Volcanoes are like the  earth’s chimneys, blowing molten rock, debris, and gases from the deep inside.
Thick molten rock and large amounts of gas build up under the surface, and cause massive eruptions, throwing lava, rocks and ash into the air. 
All this material from the  eruptions  collects and hardens and forms the  special mountains we call volcanoes. This can take a few weeks or millions of years.
Volcanoes normally stand along the edges of the massive rock slabs that make up the earth's surface. These are called tectonic plates. 
Volcanoes can be active, dormant or extinct. About 1,900 volcanoes on earth are considered active, meaning they show some level of activity and are likely to explode again. Many other volcanoes are dormant, showing no signs of exploding, but they may become active at some point in the future. Others are considered extinct, meaning they will never erupt again.
	Questions:
·  Have you or anyone you know ever experienced a volcano eruption?
· Describe what happened.
· What did the people do when the volcano erupted?
· Do you know how many volcanoes are active or dormant in your area? 



What are the effects?
A large eruption can be extremely dangerous for people living near a volcano. Flows of lava which can reach 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit or 1,250 degrees Celsius or more, burn everything in their path. Rocks of hardening lava shower down from the sky. Mud flows from melting snow can strip mountains and valleys bare and bury towns. 
Ash is very heavy and can cause buildings to collapse. 
Ash and toxic gases can cause lung damage and other problems, particularly for infants and the elderly. 
Volcanic eruptions may also result in floods, landslides, and wildfires.
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