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Information sheet

For use in Activity 7.2 Understanding the disaster, in the workshop track ‘Children affected by disaster’ in Handbook 2.

7.2: Tornadoes
Instructions: Share the following information and discuss the questions with the children.
How does it happen?
Tornadoes are vertical funnels of air spinning at up to 250 miles or 400 kilometres an hour. They form in thunderstorms and are often accompanied by hail. Giant, persistent thunderstorms bring along the most destructive tornadoes.
A tornado forms when changes in wind speed and direction create a horizontal spinning effect. This effect is then tipped vertically by rising air through the thunderclouds.
Most tornadoes happen in the late afternoon when typically thunderstorms  build up. . They are also more frequent in spring and summer, but tornadoes can happen at any time of the day and year.

	Question to the children:
· A tornado may reach speeds of up to 250 miles or 400 kilometres an hour. How fast does a car go?

Response: On a good road, a car may drive more than 62 miles or 100 kilometres per hour. Meaning that a tropical storm may be 4 times faster.



What are the effects?
A tornado clears everything in its path –this can be a mile or 1.6 kilometres wide and 50 miles or 80 kilometres long. 
People, cars, and even buildings may be hurled upward by tornado-force winds or simply blown away. 
Most injuries and deaths are caused by flying debris.
	Question to the children:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Have you ever experienced a tornado? 
· If so, what happened?




1

image1.jpeg
@ Save the Children




image2.jpeg
Psychosocial Centre

+ C International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies





