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Information sheet

For use in Activity 9.3 Keeping safe in the future, in the workshop track ‘Children affected by disaster’ in Handbook 2.

[bookmark: _GoBack]9.3. Wildfires
Instructions: Ask the children how they can protect themselves from wildfires. Write their answers on a flip chart. There are some examples given below that can help to supplement the children’s responses.
Fire-fighters fight wildfires by attacking one or more of the elements of the fire triangle. 
	Question:
· What are the three elements of the fire triangle?

Instructions: Encourage the children to come up with their own suggestions before you provide the right answer:  Fuel, oxygen and heat source. 

Ask the children to give examples of fuel, oxygen and heat sources that could start a fire.




Traditional methods include water dousing and spraying fire retardants to put out fires. 
Clearing vegetation to create firebreaks starves a fire of fuel and can help slow or contain it. 
Fire-fighters also fight wildfires by deliberately starting fires in a process called controlled burning. These fires remove undergrowth, brush, and ground litter from a forest, depriving a wildfire of fuel.
You may also help prevent fires:
Tune in to the radio or television for weather updates, and listen for disaster sirens and warning signals.
Prepare an emergency kit with food, water, blankets, and your important papers such as identity cards, medical cards, birth certificates, licenses, insurance papers, and have a battery-powered radio and important medicine.
Post emergency telephone numbers at every phone.
Create a 30- to 100-foot, or 9 to 30 metres, safety zone around your home. Clear all flammable vegetation; remove dead branches; ask the power company to clear branches from power lines; remove vines from the walls of the home and cut grass regularly.
If you have a chimney, make sure that it is cleaned at least once a year. 
Check electric wires regularly and make necessary repairs.
If possible, get hold of a fire extinguisher and learn how to use it.  
Keep handy household items that can be used as fire tools: a rake, axe, handsaw or chain saw, bucket and shovel.
Identify and maintain an adequate outside water source, such as a small pond, cistern or well.
Choose a route away from fire hazards. Close windows and doors and remove lightweight curtains.
Shut off all utilities if possible, including bottled gas.
Move flammable furniture into the centre of the home away from windows and sliding glass doors.
If you detect a fire, you should call for help. Never go back into a building or an area engulfed by fire. 
If you are caught in smoke, crawl on your knees to get under the smoke and escape as quickly as possible.
If your clothes catch fire, drop to the ground, cover your face and roll back and forth until the flames go out. Don’t run, as it will make the fire burn faster.
Use the stairs. Never use an elevator during a fire.
Close as many doors as possible between yourself and the fire. Seal all doors and vents between you and the fire with rags, towels, or sheets. Open windows slightly at the top and bottom, but close them if smoke comes in.
If advised to evacuate, do so immediately.
If you or someone in your family has been injured by fire, immediately cool the burned area with clean water. Do not cover or apply anything to a burn. Ask for help from the nearest health worker.
	Questions:
What should you never do?

Answers:
· Play with fire, matches or lighters.
· Burn rice-straw or waste near your house.
· Leave your kitchen when you are cooking.




	Role-play: 

Instructions: Explain to the children that “Stop, drop and roll” is a simple fire safety technique to put out a fire on a person's clothes or hair without using conventional fire fighting equipment (or sometimes in addition to equipment). “Stop, drop and roll” is a routine that helps keep people calm. 

Stop - The fire victim must stop still. This helps because then the flames don’t get fanned and also the fire fighters have a better chance of putting the fire out.

Drop - The fire victim must 'drop' to the ground, lying down if possible, covering their face with their hands to avoid facial injury.

Roll - The fire victim must roll on the ground to try to put out the fire by depriving it of oxygen. If there is a rug available, the victim can roll the rug around him/herself to help put out the flames.

Instructions: Ask the children do a short exercise. You will alternately shout, “stop,” “drop,” and “roll,” and the children will act accordingly.
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