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Information sheet

For use in Activity 7.2 Understanding the disaster, in the workshop track ‘Children affected by disaster’ in Handbook 2.


7.2. Wildfires
Instructions: Share the following information and discuss the questions with the children.
[bookmark: _GoBack]How does it happen?
Wildfires are uncontrolled blazes fuelled by weather, wind, and dry underbrush. They move at speeds of up to 14 miles or 23 kilometres an hour, consuming everything in their path: trees, brush, homes, and even people.
There are three conditions that need to be present in order for a wildfire to burn, which fire fighters refer to as the fire triangle: fuel, oxygen, and a heat source. 
Fuel is any flammable material surrounding a fire, including trees, grasses, brush and even homes.
Air supplies the oxygen a fire needs to burn. 
Heat sources help to spark the wildfie. Lightning, burning campfires or cigarettes, hot winds, and even the sun, can all provide enough heat to spark a wildfire.
Although four out of five wildfires are started by people, nature helps fan the flames too. Dry weather and drought convert green vegetation into dry, flammable fuel; strong winds spread fire quickly over land; and warm temperatures encourage combustion. When these factors come together all that's needed is a spark in the form of lightning, arson, a downed power line, a fireplace, a cigarette butt or fireworks.
A wildfire can last for weeks and consume tens of thousands of acres of land.
Climate change is resulting in more extreme hot days and reducing the cooling that happens at night. This is increasing the chances of wildfires starting. Climate change is also changing rainfall patterns and making many places drier. This will make fires harder to put out once they start.
	Question:
· How large is a football field?

Answer: A football field is around 1 acre. A wildfire can burn up tens of thousands of football fields.

· Have you ever experienced an unwanted fire?
· Describe what happened.
· How did you manage to put it out?





What are the effects?
Fires burn houses, crops, trees and property. They can also cause death, severe burns  and disfigurement.
Fires produce deadly toxic gases. These gases can quickly suffocate people. Fire also generates smoke that blocks vision, stings the eyes and may eventually cause suffocation due to smoke inhalation.
Although often harmful and destructive to humans, naturally occurring wildfires play an central role in nature. They return nutrients to the soil by burning dead or decaying matter. They also act as a disinfectant, removing disease-ridden plants and harmful insects from a forest. 
By burning through thick canopies and undergrowth, wildfires allow sunlight to reach the forest floor, enabling a new generation of seedlings to grow.
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