THE CHILDREN’S RESILIENCE PROGRAMME. PROGRAMME MANAGER’S HANDBOOK

Information sheet

For use in Activity 9.3 Keeping safe in the future, in the workshop track ‘Children affected by disaster’ in Handbook 2.


[bookmark: _GoBack]9.3. Cyclones, typhoons and hurricanes
Instructions: Ask the children how they can protect themselves from cyclones, typhoons and hurricanes. Write their answers on a flip chart. There are some examples given below that can help to supplement the children’s responses. 
How do you protect yourself?
Listen to warnings on the radio, TV, and local warning systems. 
The best defence against a tropical storm is an accurate weather forecast that gives people time to get out of its way. A tropical storm can be identified early on, but they may not be able to tell if it is actually going to touch land. Some tropical storms never do. Tune in the radio or TV for weather updates, and listen for disaster sirens and warning signals.
Many communities have developed emergency plans.
Many communities have developed emergency plans, warning signals, evacuation routes, and emergency shelters. Make yourself familiar with these before a storm threatens.
Identify potential home hazards.
Identify potential home hazards and know how to secure or protect them before the tropical storm strikes. For example, turn off electrical power and gas when there is standing water, fallen power lines, or before you evacuate. If possible, secure structurally unstable buildings.
Prepare an emergency kit.
Prepare an emergency kit with food, water, blankets and your important papers such as identity cards, medical cards, birth certificates, licenses, insurance papers, and have a small battery-run radio and any important medicine.
Keep emergency phone numbers ready.

Find transportation.
If your nearest shelter is not within walking distance and no vehicle is available, make arrangements with friends or family for transportation.
Fill your clean water containers.

Put livestock in a safe area. 
Put livestock in a safe area. Due to food and sanitation requirements, shelters do not accept animals.
Stay inside.
The great majority of injuries during a tropical storm are cuts caused by flying glass, sheet metal and other debris. You should not go outside, even if the weather appears to have calmed. The calm ‘eye’ of the storm can pass quickly, but strong winds may follow on.

Never ignore an evacuation order
You should never ignore an evacuation order. If you are directed by authorities to evacuate the area, you should:
· Bring your emergency kit only
· If you have time, turn off the gas, electricity, and water
· Follow the designated evacuation routes—others may be blocked—and expect heavy traffic.
	Question to the children:

· Sometimes, the weather forecast says there is a tropical storm on the way, and the authorities tell you to evacuate. Then, the tropical storm never hits land. Next time there is a tropical storm warning, your parents do not want to evacuate, because they think the storm will not hit land this time either. What will you tell them?

Sum up with the  reminder that the children that they should never ignore an evacuation order, because tropical storms are deadly, and it is much better to evacuate once too often than risking death.
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