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Information sheet

For use in Activity 9.3 Keeping safe in the future, in the workshop track ‘Children affected by disaster’ in Handbook 2


9.3. Volcanoes
[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructions: Ask the children how they can protect themselves from volcanoes. Write their answers on a flip chart. There are some examples given below that can help to supplement the children’s responses.
For more information on tectonic plates, refer to the earthquake poster.
You may also refer to the posters on floods, landslides, and wildfires. 
How do you protect yourself?
Tune in to the radio or television for updates, and listen for disaster sirens and warning signals.
If you are outside, seek shelter indoors, if possible. Otherwise, grab something to protect your head against falling rocks, keep your skin covered to avoid irritation from contact with ash, wear goggles to protect your eyes from ash and a dust mask to protect your lungs.
Be prepared to evacuate. Find out where to take shelter. It may be with relatives or friends in a safe place, or it may be in a government shelter.  You should never ignore an evacuation order. Follow authorities’ instructions if they tell you to leave the area. Though it may seem safe to stay at home, doing so could be very dangerous. 
Prepare an emergency kit with food, water, blankets and your important papers such as identity cards, medical cards, birth certificates, licenses, insurance papers, and have a small battery-run radio and any important medicine. 
Take only the emergency kit and other essential items with you.
If no vehicle is available, make arrangements with friends or family for transportation, or follow authorities’ instructions.
Put livestock in an enclosed area.  Be aware that many emergency shelters cannot accept animals.
If you have time, turn off the gas, electricity, and water, and disconnect appliances to reduce the likelihood of electrical shock when power is restored.
Follow designated evacuation routes and expect heavy traffic and delays.
If your drinking water has ash in it, use another source of drinking water.
If volcanic gases and fumes irritate your eyes, nose, and throat, move away from the area immediately. 
Seek care for burns and symptoms of lung irritation. 
	Question:
· At what temperature does water boil? 

Answer:  Water boils at 100 degrees Celsius or 212 degrees Fahrenheit. Lava is more than 12 times hotter. 

· What is the best protection against burns?

Answer: To get out of the way as soon as possible. Hot lava and ashes are very dangerous and potentially deadly.




	Role-play: 

Divide the children into groups of four and tell the children that they have to act as if a volcano is erupting right now. Give them five minutes to prepare, and then let each group show their role-plays to the other children.

Discuss what was good about each role-play.
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