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Information sheet

For use in Activity 7.2 Understanding the disaster, in the workshop track ‘Children affected by disaster’ in Handbook 2.


7.2. Floods and landslides

[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructions: Share the following information and discuss the questions with the children.
How do they happen?
There are few places on earth where people need not be concerned about flooding. Any place where rain falls is vulnerable, although rain is not the only reason for flood.
A flood occurs when water overflows land that is normally dry. This can happen in lots of ways. Most common is when rivers or streams overflow their banks, or when sewage and water reservoirs in cities are stretched beyond their capacity because of cloudbursts.
Excessive rain, a ruptured dam or embankment, ice and snow melting in the mountains – all these things can overwhelm a river and send it spreading over the adjacent land.
Coastal flooding occurs when a large storm or tsunami causes the sea to surge inland.
Some floods take hours or even days to develop, giving you time to prepare or evacuate. Others build up quickly and with little warning. These flash floods can be extremely dangerous, instantly turning an otherwise dry path into a thundering wall of water sweeping away everything in its path.
But flooding, particularly in river floodplains, is as natural as rain and has been occurring for millions of years. Many places people even depend on annual flooding, because floods leave tons of nutrient-rich silt deposits behind and keeps the soil fertile.
Sometimes human beings also cause floods. When they cut forest, build houses and cultivate sensitive deltas, they accelerate erosion. The problem is aggravated when developers backfill and build on wetlands that would otherwise act as natural flood buffers.
Along with floods come landslides. When heavy rains and floods cause the earth to become saturated, it may slip, meaning that a landslide happens. Landslides occur in the mountainous and hilly areas.
Landslides can also be caused by building works, or by changes to water sources and by deforestation.  
Changes in the climate system, caused by global warming, are also increasing the likelihood of flooding. Rainfall is becoming more erratic and heavy downpours are becoming more frequent. Glaciers around the world are receding, and as the ice melts, more water flows to rivers causing flooding. Tropical storms are also increasing in strength due to climate change. Stronger storms cause the sea to surge further inland, putting more people at risk. 

What are the effects?
Moving water is extremely destructive. When a river overflows its banks or the sea drives inland, bridges, houses, trees, and cars can be picked up and carried off. The force of moving water can drag dirt from under a building's foundation, causing it to crack and collapse.
When floodwaters recede, affected areas are often blanketed in silt and mud. The water and landscape can be contaminated with hazardous materials, such as sharp debris, pesticides, fuel, and untreated sewage. Potentially dangerous mould can quickly cover water-soaked structures. Residents of flooded areas can be left without power and clean drinking water, leading to outbreaks of deadly waterborne diseases like typhoid, hepatitis A, and cholera, or insect-borne diseases like malaria and dengue fever.
Hospitals, clinics, schools, roads, railways, telephone and electricity lines may be destroyed, and water supplies may be contaminated, also leading to disease.
Big storms may cause waves to come a long way onto the land and result in saltwater intrusion.
Flooding and landslides may also result in injury or death to people and their animals, and people’s livelihoods may be affected if the flooding destroy crops, kill livestock, wash away fish and shrimp or crab ponds.
Long lasting floods can also delay the planting of new crops and cause soil erosion or cover the land with sand or stones, which reduces farming areas.
Ultimately, floods may lead to food shortages.
	Questions to the children:
· Which types of floods have occurred in your area?
· What was the main damage caused by the flood?
· What did you do to protect yourself?
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