THE CHILDREN’S RESILIENCE PROGRAMME. PROGRAMME MANAGER’S HANDBOOK

Information sheet

For use in Activity 7.2 Understanding the disaster, in the workshop track ‘Children affected by disaster’ in Handbook 2.

7.2. Lightning
How does it happen?

Instructions: Share the following information and discuss the questions with the children.
Thunderstorms are huge dark clouds accompanied by heavy rain, thunder, flashes of lightning, gusts of strong wind and sometimes hail. 
Lightning accompanies thunder. Lightning is a giant spark of electricity which comes from the sky and hits the earth. It strikes high points such as tall trees, electric poles and mountaintops.
Lightning has a high voltage and everything, including air, becomes an electrical conductor. Lightning is also attracted to metal objects and water, which are good conductors of electricity.
	Question:
· What is an electrical conductor?

Encourage the children to come up with their own suggestions before you provide the right answer: 
A material which conducts electricity.




What are the effects?
Lightning may injure people or cause their death.
Lightning can strike and destroy buildings, trees and the electric power system in your community.
Lightning may also start fires.
Heavy rain from thunderstorms can also lead to flash flooding.
	Questions:
· Has lightning ever struck in your area?
· If so, what happened?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How did people protect themselves?
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