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Information sheet

For use in Activity 7.2 Understanding the disaster, in the workshop track ‘Children affected by disaster’ in Handbook 2.



7.2. Earthquake
How does it happen?
Instructions: Share the following information and discuss the questions with the children.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To understand what happens during an earthquake you need to know what the earth is made of. The earth is not a solid ball floating in space. It is a complex mixture of elements that is constantly changing. Most of the time we don’t notice, but earthquakes cause rapid violent changes that affect us immediately.
The earth has four main layers:
The atmosphere is the air and the weather.
The crust is the soil and rocks that we call earth. The crust has two parts: The continental crust is the dry land and the oceanic crust is under the oceans. 
The mantle is the biggest part of the earth. Think of an apple: if the skin of the apple is the crust, the white flesh of the apple would be the mantle.
The core is thought by scientists to be in two parts: The inner core is thought to be solid, while the outer is thought to be liquid. 
When an earthquake happens, the pressure from the core and the mantle pushes against the earth’s crust and forces cracks in the crust. These cracks are called ‘fault lines’, and this is where earthquakes may be felt more readily.
What are the effects?
The tectonic plates – enormous  plates of rock that cover the surface of the earth – also move during an earth quake. When the plates are under pressure they are pushed towards each other, and when they meet and crush, an earthquake happens.
	Questions:
· Have you ever experienced an earthquake?
· If yes, what happened?
· What did you do when it happened?
· If no, what do you think it feels like?



During a major earthquake, you may hear a roaring or rumbling sound that gradually grows louder. You may feel a rolling sensation that starts out gently and within a second or two grows violent.
Or you may first be jarred by a violent jolt. A second or two later, you may feel shaking and find it difficult to stand up or move from one room to another.
Not all earthquakes are strong enough to destroy buildings and other man-made structures, but some are. Earthquakes may also cause changes to the earth’s surface: rivers change course, mountains collapse and new landscapes are created. 
During an earthquake, most deaths and injuries are caused by collapsing building materials and heavy falling objects, such as bookcases, cabinets, and heating units. 
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